
Dear Editor,
We would like to discuss on the publication of the

research article, “High prevalence of asymptomatic ma-
laria in apparently healthy schoolchildren in Aliero, Kebbi
State, Nigeria”1. Singh et al1 found that high prevalence
of asymptomatic malaria detected in this study is a big
challenge and can be a threat to the present malaria con-
trol programmes. The problem of asymptomatic malaria
is of concern and can be problematic in diagnosis. The
problem can also be seen in the low transmission set-
ting2. The early detection of disease is the main challenge.
The screening is usually questionable for its cost-effec-
tiveness3. Many new alternative techniques such as pool-
ing and real-time PCR combined with expert microscopy4

are proposed for diagnosis of asymptomatic malaria.
Based on our experience from China, the use of new
molecular diagnostic method could be a good active
screening tool for determination of asymptomatic malaria
and seems to be cost-effective5. Finally, in addition to
the screening, the prompt treatment of the identified case
is also important.

REFERENCES

1. Singh R, Godson II, Singh S, Singh RB, Isyaku NT, Ebere UV.

J Vector Borne Dis 51, December 2014, p. 349

Letter to the Editor

Asymptomatic malaria in apparently healthy schoolchildren

High prevalence of asymptomatic malaria in apparently healthy
schoolchildren in Aliero, Kebbi state, Nigeria. J Vector Borne
Dis 2014; 51(2):128–32.

2. Zoghi S, Mehrizi AA, Raeisi A, Haghdoost AA, Turki H, Safari
R, et al. Survey for asymptomatic malaria cases in low transmis-
sion settings of Iran under elimination programme. Malar J 2012;
11: 126.

3. Wickremasinghe R, Fernando SD, Thillekaratne J, Wijeyaratne
PM, Wickremasinghe AR. Importance of active case
detection in a malaria elimination programme. Malar J 2014;
13: 186.

4. Congpuong K, Saejeng A, Sug-Aram R, Aruncharus S,
Darakapong A, Meshnick SR, et al. Mass blood survey for ma-
laria: Pooling and real-time PCR combined with expert micros-
copy in north-west Thailand. Malar J 2012; 11: 288. doi: 10.1186/
1475-2875-11-288.

5. Cheng Z, Sun X, Yang Y, Wang H, Zheng Z. A novel, sensitive
assay for high-throughput molecular detection of plasmodia for
active screening of malaria for elimination. J Clin Microbiol 2013;
51(1): 125–30.

Sim Sai Tin
Medical Center, Shantou, China

E-mail: simsaitin@gmail.com

Viroj Wiwanitkit
Hainan Medical University, China


